Effect of a systemic A-V fistula and of pulmonary embolization on diffusing capacity
Opening an aortic-caval fistula in anesthetized dogs was associated with slight but significant increase of the steady-state diffusing capacity of the lungs. Extensive pulmonary embolization with glass beads resulted in a slight and insignificant fall of the diffusing capacity. Increased pulmonary blood flow and obstruction to pulmonary arterioles do not appear to be associated with marked increase and decrease of the diffusing capacity.